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within the tribe, one by the men and the other by the women.
The amount of divergence between the speech of the sexes
would originally depend on the greater or less divergence of
the languages spoken by the tribes who thus intermarried.
Where the languages of the tribes were totally distinct, the
languages of the sexes within each tribe would be so also ;
where the tribes spoke different dialects of the same language
the differences of speech between men and women would be
merely dialectic ; in other words, they would affect the form
of the words rather than the vocabulary. Amongst the
Arawaks and Mbayas of South America, to judge from the
accounts of Von Martius and De Azara, the differences of
speech between the sexes seem to have been mainly of the
latter sort, consisting chiefly of different inflexions given to
the same words by men and women respectively. Such
differences of inflexion, however their origin is to be ex-
plained, may, I conjecture, have given rise to what is called
grammatical gender in language. For in time the two
different modes of speech would almost inevitably tend to be
confounded. It would be found both difficult and incon-
venient to maintain and keep distinct a double set of gram-
matical forms for all or many words in the language. Each
of the sexes would speak its proper dialect more and more
incorrectly, dropping some of its own forms and borrowing
forms from the other sex, until at last all difference of speech
between them vanished, and of the original duplicated forms
of words only one in each case survived. Sometimes the
form which survived in the speech now common to both
sexes would be the form originally employed by the men
only, and this would give the masculine gender ; sometimes
it would be the form originally appropriate to the women,
and this would give the feminine gender. In cases where
the original difference of language was due to a practice of
obtaining wives from other stocks, it is obvious that the
cessation of that practice, or in other words the abandonment
of the rule of exogamy, would be a potent factor in hastening
the assimilation of the modes of speech peculiar to the sexes.
For when the language of the female sex was not constantly
reinforced and refreshed by the importation of foreign women
speaking that language in all its purity, it would insensibly